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Would it not be possible [said Cambon to Grey] to re-
turn, at least partially, to the proposals of Lord Lansdowne,
to bind ourselves, for example, to exchange views in com*
raon [de se conccrter] in case of menacing complications,
and to settle that, in such a hypothesis, we should seek to-
gether the means most suited to protect us mutually from
the peril of war? In a word, if, faced with this peril, we
judge the best method to be an alliance and a military con*
vention, we will employ it.18S
Now it is interesting to observe how, on the one hand,
Lord Lansdowne's proposal encouraged M. Delcasse's hopes
and were given an extravagant interpretation by him; and
how, on the other, its existence was reported to, or suspected
by, the Germans, and then flatly denied by the British.
The Lansdowne-Cambon negotiations seem to have ad-
vanced to the point where the notes to be exchanged had
already been drawn up and transmitted in written form to
Mt Delcasse for his final approval104 This was just at the
moment when the Morocco Crisis was at its height, and he
was fighting to persuade his colleagues to reject the Ger-
man proposal for an international conference. He inter-
preted the Lansdowne proposal as an assurance of a British
alliance and armed support. He used it as an argument to
try to persuade President Loubct and the Cabinet to stand
by him in refusing the German demands. But, as we have
seen, the llouvier Cabinet and President Loubet declined
*«8 Paul Camboa to Po5near6, Sept. 21,1012; Au Service de la France,
I, 218 f.
it* Both M, Dclcassd and M, ChaumU, Minister of Justice at the
time, appear to leave no doubt on thin point* M, Delcass^, in a letter
published in the Figaro of March 24, 1922, says: "Le 6 juin jo n'avais
que depuis quarante-huit heures I'offre anglais de eoneourfc". M. Chaumii,
in notes on the decisive Cabinet meeting of June 6 made at the time
and later published by his colleague in the Ministry of Justice, M.
Bieavenu-Martin, in the fewp* of March 19, 1922, says explicitly: "Ces
ouverture* a® sont pas borages i de simples pourparlers; des notes Writes
out d£j& £t£ £chan#6ea"

